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SUBJECT: NORWEGIANS CHALLENGE JAPANESE FOR PRESIDENCY OE ILO 
MARITIME CONEERENCE 

REF: GENEVA 5402 

1. NORWEGIAN MISSION OEEICER (HOSTMARK) TOLD US THIS 
AETERNOON THAT HAREIDE (WHO CHAIRED MARITIME PREP CONFERENCE 
LAST YEAR) WILL BE NORWEGIAN CANDIDATE EOR PRESIDENT OE ILO 
MARITIME CONEERENCE FOR OCTOBER. NORWEGIANS PLAN TO SEND 
NOTE VERB ALE LATER TODAY. HOSTMARK SAID GON FELT EUROPEAN 
SHOULD HAVE PRESIDENCY BECAUSE LAST THREE MARITIME 
CONEERENCES WERE CHAIRED BY USA, JAPAN AND INDIA AND THAT 
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PROVIDE VALUABLE CONTINUITY FOR MARITIME CONEERENCE. HE 
EMPHASIZED HAREIDE WAS SUPPORTED NOT ONLY BY NORWEGIAN 
SEAEARERS BUT BY INTERNATONAL TRANSPORTATION 
EEDERATION (ITE). HOSTMARK EXPLAINED RELATIVE SLOWNESS 
OE GON TO NOMINATE HAREIDE BY SAYING SEVERAL NORWEGIAN 
CABINET MEMBERS WERE INVOLVED AND "THEIR CLEARANCE 
COULD NOT BE RUSHED." 

2. PRIVATELY HOSTMARK SAID THERE NO PRECEDENCES 
EOR CHOOSING A CONEERENCE PRESIDENT (INTIMATING THAT 
BOTH NORWEGIAN AND JAPANESE CLAIMS WERE ARGUABLE, AND 
THAT US DECISION WOULD BE DIEEICULT. HOSTMARK EXPECTED 
THAT USG WOULD MAKE DECISION ON BASIS OE 
REALPOLITIK AND SUPPORT CANDIDATE MOST LIKELY TO WIN; 

IN THIS CONTEXT HE REITERATED THAT ITE SUPPORTED HAREIDE 
AND SUGGESTED THIS MIGHT BE CRUCIAL EACTOR. 

3. AT GENEVA GROUP MEETING THIS MORNING JAPANESE READ 
STATEMENT APPEALING EOR SUPPORT AND REGRETTING LATE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OE "CANDIDATE OE NORDIC COUNTRY." PRIVATELY 
THEY TOLD US THAT NORWEGIAN EMBASSY IN TOKYO SAID THIS 
MORNING THAT THEY WERE UNAWARE OE ANY NORWEGIAN CANDIDATE. 
HOSTMARK TOLD US HE HAD TOLD JAPANESE ON JULY 5 THAT GON 
WAS INTERESTED AND LOOKING EOR CANDIDATE BUT HAD NOT YET 
NOMINATED ONE. HOSTMARK SAID GON DECISION REACHED 

GENEVA LATE YESTERDAY. 

4. WE TOLD HOSTMARK WE WOULD FORWARD NOMINATION TO 
WASHINGTON BUT THAT EARLY DECISION WAS NOT LIKELY BECAUSE 
USG WOULD WISH TO CONSULT WITH US SEAEARERS AND OWNERS. 

5. COMMENT: PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF JAPANESE AND NORWEGIAN 
CANDIDATES MAY ENCOURAGE EE COUNTRY TO ENTER THE RACE. 
DISADVANTAGE TO US OBJECTIVES AT MARITIME CONFERENCE OE 
NORWEGIAN CANDIDACY IS EACT THAT NORWEGIAN CANDIDACY BASED 
IN PART ON ASSERTION OE EUROPEAN TURN EOR CONEERENCE 
PRESIDENCY, AND THIS MAY ALSO ENCOURAGE EASTERN EUROPEAN 
CANDIDATE.DALE 
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